Webinar/ Asbar World Forum

What Will the World Be Like After Corona?
April 09, 2020

Speakers:

Moderator

Speakers

Dr. David Keys
Senior Assistant to the President, Strategic
Priorities and Global Positioning, Professor
of Applied Mathematics and Computational
Science, Director of In-depth Computing
Research.

Dr. Mani Sarathy
Associate Professor,Chemical and
Biological Engineering, Associate
Director, Clean Combustion Research
Center, King Abdullah University of
Science and Technology
(KAUST)

Dr. J. Carlos Santamarina,
Professor of Energy Resources and
Petroleum Engineering, Assistant Director,
Ali Ibrahim Al-Nuaimi Center for Petroleum
Engineering Research, King Abdullah
University of Science and Technology
(KAUST).

Dr. Nadia Karim
Research Care Office
at (KAUST).

The most prominent recommendations

The need to raise awareness that a person is

It would be necessary to nurture generations on harmony

abandoning the right to move and mobility is

with the self, adapting to difficult circumstances and

for the preservation of their life.

resolving conflicts.

Although there are many disadvantages to the spread of

Universities should on quality, whether in attracting

the Coronavirus in the world, many advantages should

faculty or students, and using distance education, while

not be overlooked, whether in the field of distance

realizing that it is not the best option.

education, or work from home.

The webinar is on the International Aspar Forum YouTube channel
What Will the World Be Like After Corona?

Webinar/ Asbar World Forum
What Will the World Be Like After Corona?
April 09, 2020

Themes:
First: Recommendations.
Second: Coronavirus and hindering people's mobility.
Third: Education after Corona.
Fourth: The World After Corona: Losers and Winners.
Fifth: Globalization after Corona..
Sixth: Universities after Corona.
Sources and references.

Speakers:

Dr. David Keys
Senior Assistant to the President, Strategic
Priorities and Global Positioning, Professor
of Applied Mathematics and Computational
Science, Director of In-depth Computing
Research.

Dr. Mani Sarathy
Associate Professor,Chemical and
Biological Engineering, Associate
Director, Clean Combustion Research
Center, King Abdullah University of
Science and Technology
(KAUST)

Moderator

Dr. J. Carlos Santamarina,
Professor of Energy Resources and
Petroleum Engineering, Assistant Director,
Ali Ibrahim Al-Nuaimi Center for Petroleum
Engineering Research, King Abdullah
University of Science and Technology
(KAUST).

Dr. Nadia Karim
Research Care Office
at (KAUST).

First: Recommendations.

The need to raise awareness that a person is abandoning the right to move
and mobility is for the preservation of their life.
Although there are many disadvantages to the spread of the Coronavirus in the world,
many advantages should not be overlooked, whether in the field of distance education,
or work from home, or using that as an opportunity to meditate and think for scientific
creativity, or reduction of greenhouse gases that cause global warming or discovering
international cooperation.
It would be necessary to nurture generations on harmony with the self, adapting
to difficult circumstances and resolving conflicts.
Universities should on quality, whether in attracting faculty or students, and using
distance education, while realizing that it is not the best option.

Second: Coronavirus and hindering people's mobility

Given the reality of movement and mobility before, during and after the Coronavirus pandemic, it
must be emphasized that movement and mobility are fundamental human right. A person who is
unable to move may feel how his life will improve, if s/he is provided with a means of walking or a
wheelchair. Other than that, the ability of a person to move gives him/ her access to education,
health care, employment and contact with others. There is no doubt that this ability changed a lot
in reality, as it led to a change in the nature of the atmosphere in which we live, changed societies,
and led to the flourishment of economy. However, with the breakout of Coronavirus, this reality
has changed, having an equivalent of two billion people on the globe in a state of closure.

Thus, the person waived the right to move, for a more important goal, which is to maintain his/
her right to breathe, because this epidemic is transmitted through the respiratory system, so
this right has become the most important among all other rights. Accordingly, a conflict
became afloat between the right to move and the right to breathe. This means that if we want
to live and be able to breathe, we must waive our right to move. The movement was greatly
affected as a result. In Saudi Arabia, movement and transportation decreased by 59% to
places of entertainment and shopping, by 31% to grocery stores and pharmacies, and by 65%
to parks, beaches, public squares, by 77% to buses and train stations, and by 47 % to
workplaces, and residential visits decreased by 28%. It is possible to talk about the influence
of this pandemic on movement in the United States and Europe as well. This reduced
mobility will have long-term effects that extend even after the virus recedes. The global
economy is in a state of deflation and air traffic is witnessing is going down reaching 80%
reduction in flights during the past months, and this is expected to continue.

. Half of the airlines are expected to disappear worldwide, because they will suffer from
bankruptcy. Some existing flight routes may also be removed. What is most at risk in this
respect is the international air traffic. If the disease is not detected within a few minutes, or
more than seven and a half billion people are vaccinated against this disease, then there will be
restrictions imposed by countries on entering individuals, and here a problem arises for some
countries that depend on tourism for their income. The impact will not only be on airline traffic,
but hotels, restaurants and internal transportation will be affected through shunning cars and
services of taxi companies such as Uber. Public transportation will also receive a heavy blow
and people can turn to private individual means, given the tendency of people to move away
from close contact that leads to the transmission of the virus. On the other hand, where
domestic tourism lies, you can see a rise in this activity. Among the positive outcomes of
reducing movement is the decrease in air pollution, which may last for a short period, as
pollution returns again within a few years after the economy recovers.

Some believe that this virus will not fundamentally change the direction of the global economy,
but it will affect the basic principles upon which the global industry is based, and it will affect the
supply chains, which are often composed of several stages and distributed among countries.
This drives companies to rethink these chains global distribution networks. In other words,
supply chains will become central and closer to the corporate home countries, which will
reduce their profits in the short term.
In addition to the expected effects on the economy and the environment, this virus is expected
to have effects on direct social communication among humans, as we are witnessing social
distancing and resort to communication via electronic means, which in no way obviate the
direct communication that is necessary for mental and emotional health. Social distancing
compels us to adapt and deal positively, as this has important repercussions on the ability to
produce by working from home. Because of this, we will have the ability to deal with similar
future crises, and we must teach our children how to live with themselves in such conditions
and how to resolve conflicts.

Examining the new reality imposed by Coronavirus, it turns out that the matter is not just about
movement and mobility. Many places have become empty, be sports fields, places of worship,
universities, or others. This means that almost all activities of life have stopped. This is a
continuation of the talk about the negative aspects of this pandemic. On other fronts, it can be
said that the confidence of people in some governments during this crisis and its aftermath has
been shaken, the poor and disadvantaged in the world will suffer more, and there will be more
unemployment. There are indications that about 36 million individuals in the United States
have applied for unemployment support approximately two months after the breakout of the
virus. In a survey carried out last month, the U.S. Institute of Economic Policy estimates that
this number is less than the real number; millions of people can be added if the procedures for
submitting these applications were easier. This reflects the warnings that had been voiced by a
number of economists that the closures around the world will accelerate job losses - which is
clearly seen in the numbers of unemployed in many of the world's economies, which can be
found in the figure below.
Corona pandemic hit jobs in the world
The lines show unemployment rates in selected economies ( cnbc )
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The figures indicate that the unemployment rate in the United States in May 2020 reached
14.7%, which is the highest the country has experienced since the Great Depression. The
numbers also indicate that 40% of low-income Americans have lost their jobs.
Some see this pandemic as an opportunity for reflection and intellectual production, evoking
what was created by the famous English scientist Isaac Newton who lived in the seventeenth
century during the pestilence pandemic, in which the lockdown was imposed at that time. He
discovered gravity and the developed the laws of motion, apart from other theories in optics.

Third: Education after Corona

It is expected that after the end of the Corona pandemic, the importance of direct education
will decrease, and distance education will be more important. A large number of students in
various levels of education worldwide entered this experience for the first time. Through this
experience, distance education has transformed from merely "teaching" to an "interactive"
style accompanied by visual and auditory effects, so that the education process has become
more appealing. It is worth referring here to those programs developed by the UNESCO in
this regard, especially the "Black Board" application.
It can be used to design and correct electronic study materials, assignments and tests. Also
made available is the free “Admodo” platform, which allows students and teachers to
communicate and collaborate with each other in exchanging educational content.

Regarding the reality of distance education in the Middle East in particular, there will be
a need to review and evaluate educational infrastructure, and then restructure it to
support distance education. For example, there is a need to provide free high-speed
Internet networks for students. Based on the perception that most of the courses will be
at a distance, the students will need to meet, to play, practice activities and enjoy music.
Hence, schools may become entertainment centers, meaning that they will become a
place for gathering and playing.
One of the changes that could happen after the recovery from Corona is the decrease in
investment in schools. Rather, investment in startups and technology will be more. It is
estimated that the value of the e-learning market worldwide will exceed $300 billion in
2025.

Educational costs and expenses are expected to decrease, as a result of students staying
home due to distance learning, as will the pressure from attendance and commitment to
traditional classes.

Another change is the trend towards adopting new approaches that compete with the
traditional approaches. Future curricula will depend on the principle of choice, so that the
student can choose between learning mathematics from America, science from Germany,
and so on, in addition to students being able to learn at the appropriate pace for him/ her,
and go towards the things they enjoy more.

It is also expected that there will an increase in the programs of science, technology,
engineering and mathematics, with more specialized institutes as well. This will be at the
expense of social science programs, due to the requirements of labor markets.

Fourth: The World After Corona: Losers and Winners

It is expected that after the end of this pandemic, the world will be divided into winners and
losers, and the winners will take the lead. On the one hand, the role of work from home can
be strengthened for many professionals, as this is attractive for many companies, which see
this as an opportunity to save expenses, as well as save time that is lost in transportation.
On their part, employees can be more productive with a little bit of adjustments and
adaptation to this way of working. However, working from home is not an option for many
jobs that require movement and mobility, as companies will return to make up for what they
lost due to this pandemic. There are expectations that many companies will not return to the
option of large-scale employment as they did before. They will not miss this opportunity, and
they will resort to the use of robots.

There are expectations of changing societies in different ways. At the level of families and
friends, there will be convergence, and at the level of strangers there will be a continuation
of maintaining psychological distance, and physical distance will remain necessary.
Caution will also persist in dealing with urban crowds, which have been an option for
humans due to the savings in housing costs.

Fifth: Globalization after Corona

On the level of globalization, a change is expected in this aspect, as some countries will resort to
restricting their borders and some internal movements. The digital infrastructure will be prepared
to achieve this. It is also expected that there will be cooperation worldwide in dealing with global
disasters, because biological hazards or climate problems do not know the limits.
It is expected that the old alliances will disappear, to be replaced by new ones based on survival,
not on ideology. Some countries can lose their reputation and soft power, based on the way they
have dealt with humans during the pandemic.
There are countries, such as the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, that have dealt without discrimination
among people in providing medical services, and others have dealt in discriminatory ways.

More precisely, it can be said that globalization was experiencing decline before the Corona
pandemic. This decline reached its peak before the world financial crisis in 2008. It did not
recover, but the pandemic will certainly highlight the risks inherent in the excessive dependence
on global chains supply in favor of production resettlement. There have been a realization during
this pandemic of the fragility of the status quo, as the various facilities that produce
pharmaceutical ingredients for American consumption were in the European Union, India and
China, and these products were 97% equivalent to antibiotics.
The possible result, after recovery from Corona, is the acceleration of changes that were en route
to a new, different and more limited form of globalization. After the blast the world received due to
the behavior of some countries, as happened with France and Germany when they prevented
the export of masks even to friendly nations, where each country became struggling for itself, it
seems that it has become necessary to rethink the interdependence between countries.

Sixth: Universities after Corona.

In strategic terms, research universities should monitor trends in the demand for creative
professionals who train cadres in their faculties, as well as the research equipment they
acquire and maintain. Operationally, these universities should adapt like any institution,
although most universities do not operate on a for-profit basis. The focus should be on
recruiting the best students rather than students with mediocre competencies, i.e. interest
in quality, not quantity.
These universities should also monitor technological opportunities so that they develop
themselves, and this applies to King Abdullah University of Science and Technology,
which formed a committee to achieve this. Distance education can be considered an
opportunity, either for students or universities alike, as a student can be enrolled in a
university at a distance, to practice other activities such as family care, or saving money.
Also, the university can cut the costs down by reducing the use of infrastructure, housing
services, and others. The universities that provide better services can stand out more than
others, attracting students even if they are elsewhere in the world.
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