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His Royal Highness Prince Faisal bin Bandar bin Abdulaziz, the Governor of Riyadh
Region, patronized on Monday evening, November 2, 2020, the ceremony of launching
the activities of the fifth Asbar World Forum. The Forum carried the title "Future of the
Future" and was attended by many excellencies, officials and interested people, in
addition to the speakers, experts, specialists, and local, regional and international
leaders.
Over the course of three days, the Forum witnessed hosting various activities,
including 14 discussion sessions, 8 lectures, and 3 workshops, in which 100
contributors participated. From around the world belonging to competent international
scientific organizations. The gathering also included major decision-makers, leaders
of organizations, large companies, and experts in the government and private sectors.
The fifth round, which witnessed the participation of 17 agencies in the Kingdom and
abroad, was based on great local and international strategic and scientific
partnerships. They contributed to promoting the efforts of the Forum. Notably are the
strategic partnerships with the Ministry of Industry and Mineral Resources, the
Ministry of Economy and Planning, the Ministry of Communications and Information
Technology, the Saudi National Transformation Program, and the General Authority
for Small and Medium Enterprises (Monshaat). Besides there are the scientific
partners including, the University of Business and Technology, King Abdulaziz City for
Science and Technology and Business IE University in Spain, in addition to the media
partners: the Saudi Press Agency (SPA), Al-Ekhbarya news channel and the Rotana
group.

Introduction:
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Participants in the activities of Asbar World Forum 2020 express their sincere
gratitude and gratefulness to the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques King Salman
bin Abdulaziz, and to the Crown Prince, His Royal Highness Prince Mohammed bin
Salman bin Abdulaziz - for their generous support and assistance.
They do appreciate their ongoing giving that encourages the creation of new
knowledge, building and preparing the new generation to play an important role in
the comprehensive and sustainable development of the Kingdom. The participants
expressed their recognition for the leadership support, strengthening and
empowering of the national economy. 
The leadership has been playing an outstanding role in realizing digital
transformations. They have also been showing great care for nurturing the public
and private institutions to enable them to play their roles in making the future,
interacting with the world around us, and transforming to a productive community
based on the ambitious vision 2030, which Asbar World Forum has been seeking to
contribute to supporting its goals.
Moreover, the participants in Asbar World Forum extend their gratitude and
gratefulness to His Royal Highness Prince Faisal bin Bandar bin Abdulaziz, the
governor of Riyadh Region. Due thanks are expressed to His Royal Highness for his
respected patronage to the Forum since its first round, for his support, assistance
and wise directions. His Royal Highness has always been keen on having the Forum
realize its mission and objectives.

Acknowledgment
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The Forum also extends their sincere thanks to everyone who generously
participated in their efforts, thoughts and knowledge, to engage in a useful
dialogue. Thanks also go to everyone who was a partner in this prominent
scientific gathering and contributed to its success, and extended their hand with
generosity and assistance, especially the strategic, official and scientific
partners and media sponsors. The respected partners had a major role in the
success of this remarkable scientific and economic event, and in continuing the
message of knowledge. Through their national and social responsibility, they
have contributed to presenting a vivid example of the successful and fruitful
relationship between scientific bodies and highly responsible national projects.
Thanks are also due to all the planning workers, supervisors and executives,
and technicians who kept on working day and night, so that this virtual version of
the Forum is as good as possible.

An Initiative of Asbar Center
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In the area of re-defining education, a relatively new concept, that is different from
the virtual reality environments and appeared a year ago, has been discussed. This
concept relates to adopting engaging and immersive educational environments by
designing a simulation model for scientific experiments. Through these
environments, the student can practice the educational process in an integrated
manner and experiment without the need for traditional scientific tools. This is
useful for designing cost-effective (virtual laboratories), that can be used in real-
time by many schools or universities.

Main topics and ideas:

Vice-President of the IE University, Teresa Martin Retortillo Rubio, gave a
presentation about the future of work. She presented the concept of "beyond
reskilling" and building resilience for decades into the distant future. She also
explained the perception of employees' changing capabilities and qualifying them
differently for a specific job and a specific employment contract limited to a certain
period. The contract then expires and the employee is re-qualified for a new,
different skill.

On the topic of human-centered health - 2050, the emergence of Nanobot: Are you
ready to connect your brain with the cloud to move forward? This is about
connecting human brains to an information cloud by implanting chips inside the
brain to increase its efficiency and ability to store and process an unlimited amount
of data.
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In the future of energy, the concept of energy mix was discussed: between the traditional
and the renewable, and the smart systems that allow this concept. Previously talk was
only about alternatives to traditional energy, which is renewable energy. However, now
this new proposal has appeared using renewable energy and mixing it with traditional
energy in an intelligent electronic system. which allows taking advantage of both.

Useful discussions took place about the future of work. This took place through a model
that allows changing workplaces into recreational areas with open spaces for shared
use. This also allows increasing the employee's effectiveness and performance from
different aspects and using a smart system to program these places for change and
adaptation. This is driven by the employee's practical need and capabilities, which is a
system of HTC  that is introduced by Chief Software Developer, Nicholas Biswas.

Distance education and super-intelligent systems.  It is expected that classrooms are
soon to move from the traditional framework of learning to the use of a combination of
robots and artificial intelligence designed as needed. A large and growing proportion of
students will benefit from robots that are durable and resilient. As for the classroom
itself, the "specialized services according to needs" provided by artificial intelligence
techniques would help improve students' enjoyment during classes and improve their
grades at the same time. Well-trained robots can complement the role of experienced
teachers in providing tutoring and extra lessons to strengthen and develop students'
skills. This technology can solve the problems of the lack of teachers or the scarcity of
qualified teachers in some fields.
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Google also held, for the first time in the Kingdom, a workshop under the title
"Iam Remarkable", which is an initiative launched worldwide by Google to
empower everyone, especially women and groups that are not properly
represented. The broad goal of the initiative is to celebrate their
accomplishments in the workplace and outside.

The history of this workshop is marked with fruitfulness and success. The
number of participants, since its inception, has reached more than 100,000
participants and 800 companies from 120 countries around the world.

One of the forum sessions reviewed the important report of the King Abdulaziz
City for Science and Technology (KACST), which was prepared on foreseeing
the future of technology in the Kingdom. The report has been prepared with the
participation of about 60 researchers from around the world, and the session
shed light on the methodology used in the report, in addition to the most
important results and the outputs reached.

Mr. Ralph Liu, the founder of MuleChain, a pioneer in blockchain technology,
talked about new technologies for using blockchain in the financial sector.

Mr. Alex Sea, vice-president of the African FinTech Network, on successful
international experiences in Africa. The experience is presented for the first time
for the development of the SME sector. Mr. Alex Sea co-founded and managed a
private investment fund to support small and medium enterprises in Africa, which
is one of the most famous angel investment funds.

Mr. Bassirou Abdoul, Coordinator and General Manager of Diamniadio IT Park,
a successful digital project in Senegal to design electronic games inspired by
the region's heritage, participated with a topic considered new, and for the first
time covered in this way under the name (digital happiness).
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Leti Arts, an Accra-based video game company, founded by Mr. Eyram Akofa Tawia,
a member of the Harambe Entrepreneur Alliance, has emerged as one of the most
successful video game companies in Africa in 2019-2020.

For the first time in the Kingdom, Team Singularity and its CEO Mr. Atle S.
Stehouwer, the largest Danish e-sports organization, was founded in April 2016. It is
branching out into many competitive games and it aims to develop strategies for
developing and uncovering talent in e-sports and team development.

During the Forum, the participants reviewed the rapid changes that the world is
witnessing in many aspects at the levels of economy, society and health. They also
shed light on modern technologies, their future development patterns, and their role
in facing current and future challenges, as well as new trends in energy, new energy
means, and the need to find innovative energy solutions to mitigate their impacts on
the ecosystem, in addition to climate challenges and the future of this sector. They
also addressed the Kingdom's hosting and presidency of the G20 summit.

Participants also foresaw prospects for many vital sectors that most affect human life,
including the future of education, work, health, water and energy, digital technologies
and future studies, epidemiology, crisis and disaster management and working to
solve or reduce them.

In this session of the Forum, successful experiences from Africa were selected, and
this is important because they are usually not largely addressed.

Also, the focus has been placed on important and new vital topics, such as blockchain
technologies and financing in the enterprise sector and digital happiness. These are
the most important because they are new and have many opportunities to develop the
economy and many sectors that serve them, such as entertainment, sports, culture,
education, work and tourism.
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The forum kicked off with an inauguration ceremony on the first day, in which His
Royal Highness Prince Faisal bin Bandar bin Abdulaziz, the governor of Riyadh,
inaugurated the activities with a speech. He emphasized that the future for the
Kingdom is no longer a distant dream or a difficult option, it is rather a reality we are
living in today. It is a work path defined by our wise leadership since the launch of
vision 2030 to serve our society and achieve the aspirations of generations to reach
comprehensive and sustainable development.

His Highness indicated that Asbar World Forum has been distinguished through its
past sessions by gathering the best minds and the most prominent experts worldwide
from the important strategic sectors to put forward ideas and propose pioneering
initiatives globally. The aim is also to explore solutions to future challenges, transform
challenges into opportunities to achieve sustainability in development, support
scientific progress, and strengthen the Kingdom's position as a magnet for
researchers and workers in the many fields of future foresight.

Then, His Excellency Mr. Bandar Ibrahim Abdullah Al-Khorayef, Minister of Industry
and Mineral Resources delivered a speech in which he said that the Kingdom, through
its adoption of Vision 2030, has opted for the industry and mineral wealth sector to be
one of the basic sectors to diversify its economy. He explained that the ministry has
accordingly set ambitious annual targets for the development of the sector, by
working on several tracks. Most notably among these tracks are building on the
previously existing gains in several sectors, and working to develop them. This is in
addition to transforming local consumption away from import to localizing industry, as
well as utilizing the distinguished geographical location, integrated infrastructure and
high purchasing power to attract quality investments. This will also include adopting
the Fourth Industrial Revolution based on the integration of advanced technologies,
such as artificial intelligence, the Internet of things, big data, robotics, and 3D printing.

Opening Ceremony

9
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This was followed by a speech delivered by the Chairman of the Board of Directors of
Asbar World Forum, Dr. Fahad Al-Orabi Al-Harthi. He explained that the Forum's fifth-
round entitled: “Future of the Future” is intended for the young people to realize that
the racetrack for their unique minds will be the future with its various promises and
challenges.

He pointed out that this round, which is held virtually for the first time, comes in line with
the challenges the Kingdom and the world are witnessing because of the outbreak of
the new Coronavirus (Covid-19). He pointed out that during the round we will seek to
foresee the future of many vital sectors that most affect human life.

On his turn, Dr. Abdullah Dahlan, Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the University
of Business and Technology, praised selecting the Forum's title "Future of the Future,"
which is in line with the directives of the Kingdom's leadership, represented by the
Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques King Salman bin Abdulaziz and his trusted Crown
Prince, who charted the Kingdom's future by drawing up plans that are ahead of time
for development in various fields. Dr. Dahlan stressed that the best way to anticipate
the future is for a person to invent it himself, calling on everyone to participate in
making the future and leaving negativity based on waiting for what the days will come,
and then waiting for how to deal with it.

10
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After that, Dr. Talal Abu Ghazaleh, CEO and founder of Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Global
delivered a speech in which he said that he started a new future that he is proud of in
the Saudi capital in 1974 from the palace of the Governorate of Riyadh. At the time,
he had the honor to meet the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques King Salman bin
Abdulaziz when he was the governor of Riyadh, who directed the opening of our
office in Riyadh. Our office is among the hundred largest offices of Talal Abu-
Ghazaleh Global in the world.

The inauguration ceremony was concluded with a speech by Dr. Farouk El-Baz, the
well-known Arab scientist. He talked about the successful experience in which he
participated, which is the arrival of humans to the moon for the first time through the
"Apollo" flight, indicating that several factors led to the success of this program.
Most notably of these factors were choosing the best specialists, setting a specific
time for each process, choosing leaders well, and relying completely on young
people for their energy, desire, ability to prove themselves, achieve success, and
ability to endure long working hours.
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Forum activities included 14 seminars, 8 lectures and 3 workshops over three days.

Activities:

 Figures about ASBAR World Forum

SpeakersCountriesInformational 
platform

Working
 committees

WorkshopsSessionsLectures

Experience of the Ministry of Human Resources and Social Development in
building   a remote worker productivity measurement model.
Technology Centers: IT Park Project Experience.
Future and hyper-connected cities and societies.
How Nanobot will connect our brains directly to the cloud.

The three-day Forum activities focused on holding 14 discussion sessions, the first
of which was titled: “Future Technologies: Predictions for our World 2050.” During
the session the speakers reviewed many themes, namely:

During his intervention in that session, Mr. Mohammed Al-Mikhlifi, Assistant
Undersecretary for Digital Transformation at the Ministry of Human Resources and
Social Development, said that the Ministry has worked to enhance the remote work
experience in light of the Corona pandemic by providing all the necessary technical
capabilities that help employees and workers in the public and private sectors
perform their daily work.

Session I: "Future Technologies: Predictions for Our World 2050":



Mr. Bassirou Abdoul

Session I: "Future Technologies: Predictions for Our World 2050":

Dr. Mohammed Al-Harthi

Associate Professor, Curricula 
and Methods of Teaching 

Computer - King Saud University

Assistant Deputy Minister for
Systems and Business 

Development- Ministry of 
Human Resources and Social

 Development

Mr. Mohammed Almukhalfi
Coordinator, Managing 
Director chez Diamniadio
 IT Park

Associate Dean, Computer, 
Electrical and Mathematical 

Science  and Engineering
 (KAUST)

Prof. Salim Alouini Dr. Rania Ba Ashira

Head of the Department of
Software Engineering - 
University of Business

and Technology

Monday, November 02, 2020 (21.45 - 22.45 )PM KSA time

Moderator Panelists
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Mr. Bassirou Abdoul, the coordinator and managing director at Chez Diamniadio IT
Park, said that they seek, through projects implemented by their company, to support
the telecommunications and information sector in Senegal. The main goal behind this
effort is to contribute to making the future and anticipating changes and challenges.

Professor Salim Alouini, a specialist in computer science and engineering, electricity
and mathematics, said that the Coronavirus has contributed to getting closer to the
dream of a smart city, as the rules of separation and isolation in which we live imposed
many restrictions, and pushed governments and companies to use technologies.

On her turn, Dr. Rania Ba'ashira, Head of the Software Engineering Department at the
University of Business and Technology, explained that Nanobot technology would
enable humans to seamlessly connect their brains with the cloud of Supercomputers;
to enable them to download, transfer and extract information in real-time.

For his part, the moderator, Dr. Mohammed bin Attia Al-Harthi, a professor of e-learning
at King Saud University, expressed his hope that modern technologies would be used
for the benefit of humanity, with no abuses, especially in light of the dangers and
problems that human society faces as a result of technological development.
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Rehabilitating the employees' potentials: Investment in resilience. 
Digital Economy and the future of small and medium enterprises.
Entrepreneurship, large companies and jobs: Receiving the future as motivated by
the present. 
Future work: Investing in the talents and capabilities "Post-Corona Future Outlook." 
Future work and future human being: Potentials and challenges. 

Session II carried the title "Future of Work: Needs, Potentials and Opportunities." The
speakers discussed many themes, including: 

In his intervention during that session, Prof. Saleh Al-Muzaini, Director of IBM Talent
Attraction, stressed the importance of having ongoing training for employees to maintain
work sustainability in any facility, whether public, private or from the third sector.
Dr. Ahmed bin Abdulrahman Al-Shumaimri, former Secretary-General of the Riyadh
Economic Forum, said that while the world is enjoying the Internet, another 5% do not
have access to technical resources.
This reflects the digital divide that we are experiencing, especially with the Corona crisis.
In her intervention, Dr. Arwa Arab, Vice Dean of Student Affairs for Female Student
Activities, explained that in light of the Corona pandemic, survival has become for the
most changing, resilient and developing ... not for stagnation or sticking to a single
methodology.

Session II: "The Future of Work: Needs, Potentials and Opportunities":



Session II: "The Future of Work: Needs, Potentials and Opportunities":

Tuesday 03, November 2020 (15.00 - 15.55 PM KSA time)

Moderator Panelists

Dr. Maha Al-Ateeki

Founder and CEO, 
Second Direction.

Talent Acquisition
 Manager

Mr. Saleh Al Muzaini Prof. Ahmed Al-Shumaimri

 Former Secretary General 
of Riyadh Economic  Forum

Dr. Faisal Al-Kadi
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Dr. Faisal bin Ahmed Al-Qadi, and in entrepreneurship, pointed out that one of the
most prominent positive aspects of the Corona crisis is the boom in jobs that were
neglected, and today they have become important ... and the opportunities will remain
available to develop and generate new jobs.
In his intervention, Dr. Fahad Al-Sharif, advisor to the President of the University of
Business and Technology, said that the Corona crisis is more difficult than the global
crisis that the world witnessed in 2008, stressing that remote work has become an
option for many, especially after the practical training that we have experienced with
this pandemic. On his turn, Prof. Firas Al-Jarraah of the Business Development and
Innovation Department at Future Work Company, said that remote work has become
the new normal, so that many companies and institutions are considering it, stressing
that the crisis will reshape the system of labor markets around the world.
For her part, the moderator of the session, Dr. Maha Al-Ateeqi, CEO of Al-Ettijah Al-
Thani Company Ltd., said that the Asbar World Forum 2020 has come up this year in
its new digital version. It talks about the Future of the Future. Dr. Al-Ateeqi expressed
her hope for the success of the Forum and its participants and speakers from around
the world for achieving the desired goals.

Dr. Arwa Arab

Vice Dean of Student 
Affairs for Female  Student 

Activities, Deputy Supervisor 
at the Social Innovation Center

PhD in Entrepreneurship, 
investor,   academician

Dr. Fahad Al-Sharif

Advisor to the President 
of the University of Business 

and Technology 

Mr. Firas Al-Jarrah

Future work Senior Manager
 – Business  Development

 and Innovation
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 Energy mixture: traditional and renewable, with a focus on smart solutions.
The role of innovation in the transformation of the energy sector.
The future of energy: Can we live off the grid? The relationship between water and
energy.

The third session was held under the title “New Trends in Energy and Water," during
which the speakers addressed many themes, namely:

In his intervention during the session, Dr. Ayman Khalil, Secretary-General of the Arab
Institute for Security Studies, explained that although some believe that water is more
important than energy; he thinks that energy is more important than water. 
Dr. Ayman confirmed that technological innovations must be invested in the
transformation towards clean energy sources.
 As Dr. Mohammed Al-Qarni, an expert in electrical engineering said that with the decline
in demand for oil, gas and coal, the pressing need to transform towards renewable and
sustainable energy, represented by hydropower, wind and solar energy, has become
urgent.
On her turn, Dr. Baran Derya, an expert in materials science and engineering said that
renewable energy complements conventional energy production, and in the future, it will
play an important role in reaching consumers outside the grid. She explained that this
industry continues today to rise to lead towards a global revolution in hydropower and
solar energy.

Session III: "New Trends in Energy and Water":



Session III: "New Trends in Energy and Water":

Tuesday 03, November 2020 (16.00 - 16.55 PM KSA time)

Moderator المتحدثون 

Dr. Saeed Al-Sheikh

Former member
 of the Shura Council

Prof. Derya Baran

Assistant Professor, Material 
Science  and Engineering

  (KAUST)

Associate Professor, 
Environmental  Science

 and Engineering  KAUST

Prof. Peiying Hong
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In her intervention, Dr. Peiying Hong, an environmental science and engineering expert,
pointed out that in light of the constant overcrowding and congestion of large cities, the
idea of   smart cities has been formed according to environmental sustainability
standards, and the trend has increased to create environmentally friendly cities that
rationalize energy consumption and reduce carbon emissions.
For his part, the moderator, Dr. Saeed Al-Sheikh, a former member of the Shura Council
said that there are major repercussions the world is witnessing in the water and energy
sectors in light of the high population growth that will lead to the consumption of these
resources more than ever before. This will dwarf them as resources in an alarming way.

Dr. Ayman Khalil

Secretary General of
 the Arab Institute for 

  Security Studies

Dr. Muhammad Al-Qarni

Assistant Professor
 of Electrical   Engineering 

(UBT)
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Virtual reality: The past and the future. 
The importance of a healthy ecosystem in esport.
Leti Arts game development process.
Happy machines.
Artificial intelligence governance and organization.

The fourth session was held under the title “Digital Happiness," during which the speakers
reviewed several themes, namely:

In his intervention during that session, Prof. Ahmed Jamal, Head of Games Development
Department (LLC - UAE), said that virtual reality technologies have made drastic changes
in many areas of our lives, most notably they have brought us greater happiness and
entertainment.
Mr. Tommy Ingemarsson, the founder of Svenska Elitserien CSGO, Ninjas in Pajamas,
indicated that digital games today are superior to their traditional counterparts, indicating
that their popularity is greater than ever before. They have become one of the most
interactive and obsessive forms of entertainment, especially with the quarantine
measures that the world has witnessed during the Coronavirus pandemic.
Mr. Eyram Akofa Tawia of Area Academy, co-founder and CEO of Leti Arts, said that digital
games are not just a means of entertainment, but they have become a serious and
important industry, on which the economies of information technology are based.

Session IV: "Digital Happiness":



Session IV: "Digital Happiness"

Moderator Panelists

Tuesday 03, November 2020 (17.00-17.55 PM KSA time)

Dr. Sultan Al-Murraqi

CEO of the Saudi
 Defense Electronics

Company

Head of Games 
Development  Department

 (SAE - UAE)

Mr. Ahmed Gamal Mr. Tommy Ingemarsson

Founder Svenska Elitserien
CSGO, Ninjas in Pyjamas and

Area Academy

 Eyram Akofa Tawia

Co-Founder and CEO
 at Leti Arts

Professor, Bioscience
 (KAUST)

Prof. Jesper Tegner

Expert Specializing
 in Cloud Computing,

 Cybersecurity

Dr. Hussein Al-Jahdaly

19

An Initiative of Asbar Center

In his intervention, Professor of Biological Sciences, Jesper Tegner said that the new
technologies will create a new world full of happiness, thanks to the highly intelligent and
educated machine, which integrates with the human being, and helps in their entertainment
and performs a lot of works. 

Dr. Hussein Al-Jahdali, an expert in cloud computing and cybersecurity, said that although
new technologies promise a better future, they will not be able to achieve their fullest
potential unless they are governed and harnessed optimally for the sake of serving people,
improving their lives and achieving maximum benefit from them.

For his part, the moderator Dr. Sultan Al-Mawarqi, an expert and researcher in modern
technology said that the association of millions of people in our contemporary world with
technological applications has positively contributed to enhancing their positive feelings
and achieving their well-being to live today in the era of digital happiness.
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Evidence-based foresight as a main focus of the Saudi Science Conference 2020.
Final statement and recommendations of the Saudi Science Conference "The future
of health: global preparedness to avoid pandemics, and expanding personalized
healthcare."
Ideas from the four think tanks at the Saudi Science Conference.
Circular Economy: Holistic solutions for our environment.
The digital revolution: achieving global connectivity and smarter societies.
Foresight: From knowledge to action.

The fifth session was held under the title: “Future Foresight: The Role of Science in
Overcoming Critical Transitions.” The speakers discussed several themes, including:

In his intervention during the session, Dr. Farah Al-Ammari, the research scientist at the
King Abdullah International Medical Research Center said that we presented in the
Science Group (S20) solutions about the future of health in light of the Corona crisis and
the rapid response to it, and we are working to prevent future pandemics.
Dr. Burhan Saifuddin, assistant-professor at the Energy and Water Institute at King
Abdulaziz City for Science and Technology, said that the circular economy offers a
wonderful approach with a comprehensive vision of an industrial economy that does not
produce any waste or cause pollution, while at the same time reduces waste and energy
and raw material consumption.

Session V: "Future Foresight: The Role of Science in Overcoming
Critical Transitions":



 Session V: "Future Foresight: The Role of Science in Overcoming Critical Transitions"

Moderator Panelists

Tuesday 03, November 2020 (18.00-18.55 PM KSA time)

Yara Al-Rajeh

Chief Advocacy
Officer S20 Saudi 

Arabia  2020

Postdoctoral Research 
Scientist at King Abdullah 

International Medical 
Research Center

(KAIMRC)

Dr. Farah Alammari

Assistant professor with
 the Energy and Water 

Institute  at KACST

Prof. Burhan SaifAddin

KACST Director of the
Center for Complex
Systems (CCS)  at 

KACST and MIT

 Ahmad Alabdulkareem, Ph.D.,

Assistant professor
at Center for Complex

Prof. Saleh Al-Beik
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In his intervention, Dr. Ahmed Al-Abdulkarim, Director of the Center for Complex Systems
at King Abdulaziz City for Science and Technology said that the digital technology that we
are experiencing today has revolutionized our lives, especially in the field of development,
information and communication technology, and reaching the smartest societies.

Dr. Saleh Al-Beik, assistant-professor at the Center for Complex Systems at King
Abdulaziz City for Science and Technology, said that scientific foresight is a means of
understanding the accumulation of knowledge and its investment in accessing new
knowledge and scientific worlds that enable humanity to understand the laws of nature,
control them and utilize them to achieve power, well-being and distinction.

For her part, the moderator of the session, Yara Al-Rajeh, Senior Advocacy Officer at
(S20) and Counselor at the NASA Research Center, said that the Science Group (S20) is
affiliated with the G20, and plays an active role in the Kingdom's presidency of the G20,
aiming to highlight how science is used as a tool to guide humanity in the face of an
uncertain future.
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Innovation-led organizations.
The future of work and income in an accelerating world.
Change is an internal journey.
Future work environment.

The sixth session was held under the title “The Future of Work: Needs, Potentials and
Opportunities.” The speakers shed light on several themes, including:

In his intervention during that session, Mr. Raf Manji, manager of Sustento Ltd. said that
smart automation and robotics are the new workforce, and will have many ramifications
for labor and employment markets. This raises many questions about fair wages,
workers' rights, and access to social protection. As for Abigail Noble, a partner in setting
up Socrates, she indicated that the technological development we are experiencing can
rapidly change the work environment, and may lead to greater inequality. It may even
extend to social tension due to automation and the replacement of humans with robots
in many jobs.

Session VI: "The Future of Work: Needs, Potentials and Opportunities"
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In his intervention, Nicholas Biswas, manager of HTC Project Solutions in the Middle
East and Africa, VIVE Business Director, said that although digital technologies and
artificial intelligence have opened new markets and increased productivity, they will
cause job losses in the future, and we have to harness the potentials of automation
with work, while at the same time mitigate its negative effects.

For his part, the moderator, Dr. Sherif Abdulwahab, executive director of the Saudi
Handicrafts Program, said that preparing, qualifying and training our human resources
on robotics, artificial intelligence, the Internet of things and cloud computing is no
longer an option. It has become the language of the future to build the technological
capabilities of our youth.
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The role of the media operations room in facing the challenges of the emerging
Coronavirus (Covid-19).
How cities can cope with the Corona pandemic.
The role of universities and research centers in crisis management.
Crisis Management: Experiences and lessons learned in making change.
Adapting the crisis management structure to large-scale and long-term incidents.

The seventh session was held under the title “The Round Table: Crisis Management ...
Effective Experiences and Practices.” The speakers discussed several themes, including:

In his intervention during the session, Dr. Abdullah bin Ahmed Al-Maghlouth,
Undersecretary for Communication and Official Spokesperson for the Ministry of
Information, said that the Ministry undertook distinguished media efforts during the
Corona pandemic. These efforts passed through phases consistent with the crisis since
its beginning through the motto (We are all responsible) until the present time with the
motto (We return with caution). 
These efforts took place through five teams and seven tracks that created various media
messages and made good investments to successfully engage the public.
Dr. Abdulqadir Amir, Dean of the Faculty of Engineering at the University of Business and
Technology, said that the repercussions of the Coronavirus crisis revealed new
dimensions about urban planning for cities, and they must be taken into account when
building future cities to preserve their important economic role.
In his intervention, Mohammed Ghazi Ibrahim, Professor and Head of the Insurance and
Risk Management Department at the College of Business Administration at the
University of Business and Technology, pointed out that universities and research
centers play a strategic role during crises by providing scientific insights and information
that help in dealing with these crises, and finding the best solutions that limit their
repercussions in the future.

Session VII: “The Round Table: Crisis Management ... Effective
Experiences and Practices”:
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As for Prof. Jasser bin Abdulkarim Al-Jasser, Director General of the General
Administration of Governance, Risk and Compliance at the Ministry of Finance, said
that risks are one of the facts of life, and organizations must be equipped and qualified
to manage crises by developing the proposed mechanism to deal with them in a way
that contributes to addressing these risks and reducing their effects and exacerbation.

Mr. Erik Talley, Director of Health, Safety and Environment at King Abdullah University
of Science and Technology said that Covid-19 is one of the most important events that
gave us lessons in all aspects of life, based on specific strategies and policies.

For his part, the moderator, Dr. Abdulaziz Al-Khudairi, Chairman of the Board of
Directors of Dar Athan for Humanitarian, Foresight and Strategic Studies, said that
crisis management is one of the most prominent lessons that can be learned from the
Corona crisis, which has proven that many countries of the world suffer from lacking
interest in crisis management. This is a science of avoiding risks or reducing them and
limiting their effects at the very least.
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The importance of technological foresight and its impact on developing and enhancing
human capabilities.
The methodology used in the King Abdulaziz City for Science and Technology report,
and the most prominent findings, recommendations and outcomes that were reached.
Prospects of future technology in the Kingdom.

The eighth session was held under the title “Prospects of the Technical Future for the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia," during which the speakers reviewed several themes, namely:

In his intervention during that session, Dr. Abdulaziz Al-Malik, Vice-President of King
Abdulaziz City for Science and Technology said that technology has played an important
role in bringing about a great shift and tremendous development in human life, and it also
contributed to overcoming many of the challenges that faced them throughout the past
centuries. Mr. Abdulaziz Al-Suwailem, Director of the Center for Technical Foresight at King
Abdulaziz City for Science and Technology, explained that the report prepared by KACST
with the participation of about 60 researchers from around the world - is one of the huge
projects to study the status quo of technology in the Kingdom and to study the future
foresight of this important sector to build an economy and a society based on knowledge.
In her intervention, Dr. Malak Abed Al-Thaqafi, General Supervisor of the General
Administration for National Coordination at King Abdulaziz City for Science and Technology,
said that she worked on the report of the King Abdulaziz City for Science and Technology in
the section about technology and health. She indicated that the focus was on how to use
digital technologies to reduce the high costs of the Saudi health sector, which is one of the
most government-spending sectors, and how to maintain a high level of patient care.

Session VIII: "Prospects of Technical Future for the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia":



Dr. Abdallah Al Sultan Mr. Abdulaziz A. Alsuwailem

Session VIII: "Prospects of Technical Future for the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia"

Moderator Panelists

Dean  of Scientific Research ,
King Fahad University of
Petroleum and Minerals

 Technology Forecaste
 centre, Manager

 –KACST

Tuesday, November 03, 2020 (21.00 - 22.30 PM KSA time)

Dr. Abdulaziz Almalik

VP for scientific 
support – KACST

Eng. Khalid Al Othman

CEO- Saudi Mubadara 
Development Co.

Dr. Malak AlThagafi

 Consultant Physician in 
molecular genetics

  and pathology– KACST

Dr. Talal Alsudairi

Director of Space and 
Aeronautics Research

  Institute – KACST

27

An Initiative of Asbar Center

Mr. Badr Al-Qarni, Undersecretary of the Ministry of Communications and Information
Technology, said that the digital economy is growing many times the growth of its traditional
counterpart, thanks to the tremendous technical development that took place in the field of
technology. With the Corona crisis, international prospects must be opened to emphasize
the importance of digitalization in the economy to overcome future crises and avoid new
global economic losses.
Dr. Talal Al-Sudairy, supervisor of the Institute for Space and Aviation Research at King
Abdulaziz City for Science and Technology, said that space technology has played an
effective role in the development and emergence of new applications that have contributed
to improving human life on the planet and elevated the performance of other vital economic
sectors, such as food, water and sustainable energy.
While Eng. Khaled Al-Othman, CEO of the Saudi Mubadara for Development Company, said
that the private sector is a fundamental drive in the comprehensive development process
that the economies of the countries of the world are experiencing, based on its effective role
in carrying out its responsibilities in activating the production process, absorbing
employment, creating jobs, stimulating exports, and attracting investments, and contributing
to the GDP in order to achieve the desired economic growth. For his part, the moderator, Dr.
Abdullah Al-Sultan, Dean of Scientific Research at King Fahd University of Petroleum and
Minerals, said that today's world is witnessing rapid transformations in many economic,
social and health aspects. This requires strengthening international cooperation to reduce
the potential effects that these transformations will have on many directions of the global
economy, especially the digital economy.
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Asbar Forum as a Saudi think tank capable of participating in T20.
A review of the activities in which the Asbar Forum participated, starting with the T20
Japan Summit.
Leading the 8th Working Group of the T20 on Global Financial Architecture.
Developing the global document on the child's rights by adding a protocol to protect
the child in the virtual world.
A comprehensive approach to meeting global challenges through coordination.
Diversity during a global pandemic: Lessons learned and the way ahead.
The need to establish more Saudi think tanks.

The ninth session was held under the title “Asbar's Contribution to T20 Group,” during
which the speakers shed light on a number of themes, including:

In his intervention during the session, Mr. Nabil Al-Mubarak, CEO of SIMAH Credit Rating
Agency, said he was honored to chair the work of the 8th Working Group (TF8) in the T20
Thought Group. The working group carried out the work of the Global Financial
Architecture Team, which aimed to manage financial stability in the developed and
developing countries.
Dr. Hind Al-Khalifah, a member of the Human Rights Commission and a professor of
sociology at King Saud University, stated that the paper presented by the Asbar Forum
for the T20 Think Tank Communication Group addressed the high risk that the virtual
world poses to the child, and the psychological and sexual harm it may cause, in addition
to bullying, potential exposure to unethical situations, and information theft.

Session IX: "Asbar's Contribution to T20 Group":
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Ms. Maha Aqeel, Director of the Department of Social Affairs and Family at the Organization
of Islamic Cooperation, said that the paper presented to the T20 Thought Group under the
title: “A comprehensive approach to meeting global challenges through coordination,”
proposes that the G20 become a platform for different institutions. This entails that they
coordinate cooperation on countering global issues through the application of a
comprehensive approach undertaken by steering committees to achieve cooperation
among relevant international and regional institutions.
Dr. Wafaa Taiba, a member of the Shura Council, (former) Vice-Dean for Academic Affairs for
Humanities, stated that the paper presented to the T20 Thought Group called on the players
of the G20 summit to add an optional protocol to the human rights document concerned with
protecting children from the virtual world, with a focus on awareness programs about the
seriousness of electronic applications that are abusive to children.
For his part, the moderator, Dr. Riyad Kamal Najm, the former President of the General
Authority for Audiovisual Media, stated that the participation of the Asbar Forum in the work
and activities of the communication group for think tanks T20 emanating from the G20 group
came as one of the accredited international research and thought centers that the G20
countries pay great attention to. Dr. Najm indicated that the total of policy briefings that the
Forum presented  was 7 papers, three of which were accepted and presented at the G20
summit.
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Digital education is a necessity, not a luxury.
Education during the Corona crisis.
The university’s role in building the prosperous twenty-first century.
Evaluation processes in the e-learning system.
Environmental education.
Distance education and super intelligent systems.

The tenth session was held under the title "Redefining Education,, during which the
speakers discussed the following themes:

In his intervention during the session, Mr. Mohammed bin Suhail Al-Madani, CEO of
Classera Middle East said that education is one of the most vital sectors that benefited
from technology during the Corona crisis, especially after the idea of   learning in the
traditional classroom was canceled due to the availability of distance education and
study.
Dr. Amjad Rabouei, Director of Distance Education Department at the University of
Business and Technology, indicated that education with technology has transformed
into a reality that imposes itself on all fields and sectors, as it moves gradually and
unexpectedly quickly from the simulation stage to the stage of predicting the future.
Dr. Barien moor said that in the future, e-learning, in light of the technological
development that we are experiencing today, is likely to turn into an adventure in which
the student himself participates in developing and self-learning activities.
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Mr.  Muhannad Abdullah Dahlan, Executive Director and General Supervisor at the
University of Business and Technology, said that distance education is not the solution, but
rather a way out to deal with the Covid-19 pandemic. We are not supposed to adopt it as a
road map to reach 2050.

For his part, the moderator, Dr. Hussam Zaman, head of the Education and Training
Evaluation Authority, said that the transition to distance education is what supports the
educational process and transforms it from the indoctrination phase to the stage of
creativity, innovation, interaction and skill development.
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Future applications in health.
The era of big health data and biotechnology: Opportunities and challenges in future
healthcare.
The role of artificial intelligence in improving the quality of life.
Health care and future health.

The eleventh session was held under the title "Health 2050: People-Centered," during which
the speakers discussed a number of themes, including:

In his intervention during the session, Dr. Nazih Al-Othmani, Associate-Professor,
Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering, King Abdulaziz University said that the
big data that reaches us through social networks, communication networks and search
engines can predict and diagnose the Covid-19 pandemic, and propose the best solutions to
help access the virus treatments.
Stefan Arold, Professor of Big Data and Health at the University of KAUST, pointed out that
the use of big data analysis technology during the Covid-19 crisis gave us real cases and
different good experiences in dealing with this epidemic, with potential epidemics in the
future to take the prescribed preventive measures.
In his intervention, Dr. Abdulqadir Al-Moein, Artificial Intelligence Advisor and Head of the
Health Sector, National Center for Artificial Intelligence, indicated that healthcare services
are the largest beneficiaries of artificial intelligence techniques. Such services have the
ability to collect large data, information and health history of patients and save them more
easily, and analyze them in electronic medical records. Then, the doctor determines the
correct diagnosis and prescribes the appropriate treatment.

Session XI: "Health 2050 – People-Centered Health "



Session XI: "Health 2050 – People-Centered Health "

Moderator Panelists

Dr. Maha Al-Munif

Executive Director of the Family
 Safety Program and Head of the 

Child Care Department at King
Abdullah Specialist Children's Hospital

Prof. Stefan Arold

(big data and health)
(KAUST) 

Wednesday, November  04, November 2020 (18.00 - 18.55 PM KST)

33

An Initiative of Asbar Center

Dr. Omar Al-Obaid, an academic and consultant in obesity, endoscopic and colon and rectal
surgery, said that the health sector has witnessed remarkable developments with the start of
the use of medical robots that help doctors in diagnosis and treatment, and in performing
many types of complex operations with greater accuracy, flexibility and control than can be
done using traditional techniques.

For her part, the moderator, Dr. Maha Al-Munif, Executive Director of the Family Safety
Program and Head of the Child Care Department at King Abdullah Specialist Children’s
Hospital, said that during the Corona pandemic, the role of technology was clearly evident as
one of the important pillars that many countries of the world used for countering the Corona
pandemic and maintaining public health.
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Unleashing the potential of small and medium enterprises in Africa in a digital world.
Contrasting the digital and the traditional economy, and how to activate them to raise the
competitiveness of small and medium enterprises.
Practical ideas for companies facing future challenges.
Innovation mindset in the SME sector.
The role of digital transformation in the development and enhancing small and medium
enterprises in the private sector in the Kingdom.
The difference between the digital economy and the traditional economy.
How to raise the competitiveness of small and medium enterprises.
Adopting technology and innovation in the future of small and medium enterprises.

The twelfth session was held under the title “Ask the Experts: The Digital Economy and the
Future of Small and Medium Enterprises," during which the speakers reviewed a number of
themes, including:

In his intervention during the session, Mr. Walid Al-Balaa, an "investor in the technology sector
and emerging companies," said that with the outbreak of the new Coronavirus crisis, e-trade
has grown, and electronic stores have become one of the most important purchasing outlets
for the majority of consumers worldwide. This leads to expectations of recovery in sales of e-
trade sites in the coming period.
Dr. Ahmed Al-Kabeer, a member of the Board of Directors of the Entrepreneurship
Association, said that entrepreneurs and owners of small and medium enterprises must be
empowered to be pioneers in digital economy. This is to enhance their capabilities and
promote the culture of knowledge economy.

Session XII: "Ask the Experts: The Digital Economy and the Future of
Small and Medium Enterprises":
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Mr. Sami Sarhan, Head of Innovation, Innovation and Economic Development Services for
Small and Medium Enterprises, said that innovation is the basis and the primary driver for the
success and continuity of SMEs. It represents a real competitive advantage that distinguishes
entrepreneurial projects from their traditional counterparts.

Dr. Heba Jamal, Vice-Dean for Academic Affairs at the College of Business Administration
(CBA) said that obtaining the required funding is a fundamental dilemma for the growth and
success of the small and medium enterprises sector, and any shortcomings in this aspect
cause the national economy to lose significant gains, whether at the level of competitiveness
or the level of enhancing the growth opportunities.

In his intervention, Mr. Carlos Lopez Blanco, Chairman of the Digital Economy Committee,
International Chamber of Commerce, said that the digital economy is an existing economic
activity, bringing technology into action by shifting from the traditional model in which business
was performed to a new digitized and automated pattern, enabling us to benefit from its
various opportunities and media in doing business and to obtain new market advantages and
gains.

On his part, the moderator, Nabil Al Mubarak, former CEO of SIMAH Agency, indicated that the
digital economy plays a major role in raising the rate of acceleration and growth for small and
medium-sized companies, especially in light of the current circumstances caused by the new
Corona pandemic, and the direction of entrepreneurs towards digital platforms to promote and
introduce their products and businesses.
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The history, present and future of epidemics, and is reaching a future without epidemics
possible? Epidemics: So far, we've learned our lessons.
The role of the individual and society in achieving a world free of epidemics.
Science is a universal message: "Covid-19", an example.

The thirteenth session was held under the title “Towards a world free of epidemics and global
health security: Coordinating a global response to counter Corona.” The speakers discussed
a number of themes, including:

In his intervention during that session, His Excellency the Kingdom's permanent
representative to the United Nations in New York, Ambassador Abdullah Al-Muallami, said:
Today we are witnessing one of the most important health challenges facing our world, which
is the spread of the Covid-19 pandemic that has swept our world and is threatening
international health security. This pandemic caused severe damage to world economies,
and the suspension of all walks of life. Al-Muallami stressed that the Kingdom provided
support to developing countries without exception or discrimination, and provided support to
vulnerable people, the elderly, women, girls, the homeless, refugees, people with disabilities
and the most vulnerable areas during this pandemic.
Dr. Arnab Pain, an associate professor at the University of KAUST, said that although the
world was surprised when the Coronavirus appeared and spread in most countries, the
world's history is full of many of the most deadly and deadly epidemics, which wiped out
hundreds of millions of people, and caused catastrophic crises.

Session XIII: “Towards a World Free of Epidemics and Global Health
Security: Coordinating a Global Response to Counter Corona”
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Ms. Lubna Al-Ansari, a former member of the Shura Council, assistant Director-General of
the World Health Organization, said that Covid-19 crisis has prompted governments around
the world in addition to various healthcare organizations to invest more in the sector. This is
to achieve global health security, and coordinate a global response to counter that
pandemic.

In his intervention, Dr. Saleh bin Zaid Al-Mohsen, a professor of pediatrics and a consultant
in allergy and immunology at King Saud University, said that research activities have a
prominent role in the Corona pandemic by knowing its causes, helping to track the spread
and development of the disease, and developing technical solutions that help encountering
it. 

On his part, Dr. Abdulaziz Al-Malik, Vice-President of King Abdulaziz City for Science and
Technology/ Scientific Research Support, indicated that the world has witnessed many
crises over the past years, and today the Coronavirus crisis, which inflicts billions on the
world in losses, is increasing day by day and in multiple economic sectors.
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The fourteenth session was held under the title: “What Next?” The speakers shed light on
the most important ideas and results reached over the days of the forum. They also
developed a roadmap for the most important initiatives and outputs to be implemented in
the future.

That session was moderated by Dr. Fahad Al-Orabi Al-Harthi, Chairman of the Board of
Directors of the Asbar Forum, who stated at its inception that the aim was to try to
summarize the most important points that were raised during all the forum sessions. This
effort was to enhance knowledge exchange, build capacity, as well as predict and
anticipate the features of the next phase by proposing and presenting many of the best
scientific ideas that we hope will be taken into account in the future, in preparation for
translating and applying them soon on the ground.

In her intervention, Dr. Maha Al-Ateeqi, CEO of Al-Ittijah Al-Thani Company, Member of
Business Committees B20 / Saudi Arabia, said that the most prominent recommendations
of the session that she moderated were about the importance of continuous education, the
importance of qualifying current employees to keep pace with technology and artificial
intelligence, the role of universities and training centers in developing creativity and
innovation skills, as well as the need to empower women and enhancing their skills to
ensure their share in the new digital job market.

Dr. Saeed Al-Sheikh, a former member of the Shura Council, said: The most prominent
discussion during the session that he moderated was about the importance of energy and
water production using energy, and how energy surpasses politics. A map of energy
developments in the Middle East was presented, particularly those related to nuclear
energy and technology resource. Global future prospects until 2040 for sources of electric
power generation were reviewed.

Session XIV: "What Is Next?"
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Dr. Sharif Abdulwahab, Executive Director of the Saudi Handicrafts Program, said that
most of the discussions that took place during the session that he moderated, unanimously
agreed that information technology will be the basis of any work, some old jobs will be
erased, and some new jobs will be replaced. The speakers also stressed the importance of
equality between men and women at work.

In his intervention, Dr. Abdulaziz Al-Khudairi,Chairman of the Board of Directors of Dar
Athan for Humanitarian, Foresight and Strategic Studies, said that the most prominent
recommendations of the session that he moderated focused on unifying educating and
precautionary media efforts during crises, with the importance of having official spokesmen
for government agencies, as well as the importance of spreading the culture of crisis and
risk management at the level of all members of society. Focus was also made on
coordination between research centers and universities by establishing a risk and crisis
management strategy, A vision was presented on how to develop an integrated
management structure for crisis management.

Dr. Sultan Al-Mawarqi, an expert and researcher in modern technology, said that the most
important thing discussed during the session he moderated was the importance of
electronic games, and the need to move from digital table games to internet games, which
are a major source of happiness, as they are a major driver of behavior change. They also
connect the organic systems of our bodies with smart machines, which will open the door a
new world in which there are new challenges and opportunities.
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In his intervention, Dr. Abdullah Al-Sultan, Dean of Scientific Research, King Fahd
University of Petroleum and Minerals, said that the most prominent discussion during the
session that he moderated was about the report of the King Abdulaziz City for Science and
Technology, which addressed two aspects. The first is about forecasting during the next
ten and fifteen years, and the other is about forecasting for the next 15 to 35 years. He
indicated that the report analyzed a huge amount of data related to scientific publishing,
patents, market needs and technical needs of the Kingdom, as well as global prospects
and global trends in all different fields.

On his turn, Dr. Riyad Kamal Najm, former president of the General Authority for
Audiovisual Media, said that the most prominent thing that was reviewed during the
session that he moderated was the success story of the positive and effective Asbar
Forum participation in the T20 communication group, and the three working papers in
which the members of the Forum participated in the group were presented. He also talked
about the leadership of a member of Asbasr Forum for the 8th Working Group on the
Global Financial Architecture of the T20 Group.

On his turn, Dr. Hussam Zaman, Chairman of the Education and Training Evaluation
Authority, said that the most prominent thing that was reviewed during the session that he
moderated was the necessity of digital transformation in education, the importance of
employing technology in education and investing it more, making use of it so that
education is more effective and cost-effective, and that the digital transformation in
education does not mean transformation into platforms, but it means exploring
technologies that help redefine education and give more space for future multiple
definitions, which gives us an opportunity for innovation and diversity.

In his intervention, Dr. Abdullah Al-Sultan, Dean of Scientific Research, King Fahd
University of Petroleum and Minerals, said that the most prominent discussion during the
session that he moderated was about the report of the King Abdulaziz City for Science and
Technology, which addressed two aspects. The first is about forecasting during the next
ten and fifteen years, and the other is about forecasting for the next 15 to 35 years. He
indicated that the report analyzed a huge amount of data related to scientific publishing,
patents, market needs and technical needs of the Kingdom, as well as global prospects
and global trends in all different fields.
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Al-Thani Company Ltd

Dr. Saeed Al-Sheikh

Former member 
of the Shura Council

Dr. Sultan Al-Murraqi

 CEO of the Saudi Defense
Electronics Company

Yara Al-Rajeh

:  Chief Advocacy Officer
 S20 Saudi Arabia 2020

Dr. Sharif Abdulwahab

 Executive Director 
of the Saudi Handicrafts

Program

Moderator

His Excellency Dr. Abdulaziz
Al-Khudairi

Chairman of the Board of Directors of
Dar Athan for Humanitarian, Foresight

and Strategic Studies

Dr. Abdallah Al Sultan

 dean  of Scientific Research ,
King Fahad University of
Petroleum and Minerals

His Excellency
 Dr. Riad  Nejm

 Former President of the
General Authority for

Audiovisual Media

His Excellency 
Dr. Hussam Zaman

Chairman of the
Education and Training

Evaluation Authority

Dr. Maha Al-Munif

Executive Director
 of the Family Safety 

 Program

Mr. Nabil Al-Mubarak

Former CEO of 
SIMAH Rating Agency

Dr. Abdulaziz Al-Malik

Vice President of King 
Abdulaziz  City for Science 
and Technology to Support 

Scientific Research

Wednesday, 04 November 2020 (21.00 - 21.55 PM KSA time)
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On his turn, Dr. Riyad Kamal Najm, former president of the General Authority for
Audiovisual Media, said that the most prominent thing that was reviewed during the
session that he moderated was the success story of the positive and effective Asbar
Forum participation in the T20 communication group, and the three working papers in
which the members of the Forum participated in the group were presented. He also talked
about the leadership of a member of Asbasr Forum for the 8th Working Group on the
Global Financial Architecture of the T20 Group.

On his turn, Dr. Hussam Zaman, Chairman of the Education and Training Evaluation
Authority, said that the most prominent thing that was reviewed during the session that he
moderated was the necessity of digital transformation in education, the importance of
employing technology in education and investing it more, making use of it so that
education is more effective and cost-effective, and that the digital transformation in
education does not mean transformation into platforms, but it means exploring
technologies that help redefine education and give more space for future multiple
definitions, which gives us an opportunity for innovation and diversity.



(2

Lectures:

The activities of the 5th round of Asbar World Forum included 8
lectures, which shed light on many topics concerned with innovation,
excellence and future foresight, namely:

Lecturelecturer

From Failure to 
Success and Fame

Ms. Atlee Stehore, CEO of Team 
 Singularity, and an Esport expert. 

Blockchains: Supporting 
and Changing the Future 
of Business and Services  

 (1

 Mr. Ralph Liu, founder of
 MuleChain,  a pioneering blockchain

 technology company, and founder
 and CEO of TurboChains.

Global Capitalism and
 Entrepreneurship After the

Covid-19 Pandemic

Dr. Sudev Sheth, a faculty
 member at the University 

of Pennsylvania.

Developing an Artificial Intelligence
 Strategy for Your Organization

 Dr. Faris Al-Qunaeer, 
an artificial intelligence

advisor engineer at the Saudi Information 
Technology Enterprise (SITE)

(3

(4
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(6

The Future of Digital
 Identities  on the Internet

Mr. Kaspar Al-Tiri,
 Co-Founder, Wolf 3D.

 (5

Artificial MindsDr. Saed Al Khawaldeh, founder 
and CEO of the British Analytica Company

(7
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 Sustainability: Societies
of the Future

Mr. Majed Al Asfour,
Director General of the General

 Department  for Strategy and Alignment.
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Workshops:

In addition to the discussion sessions and lectures, 3 workshops were
held by organizations, experts and specialists, namely:

1. "I am Remarkable," which was implemented for the first time in the Kingdom by
Google, which is an initiative launched by Google worldwide aimed at empowering
everyone, especially women and groups that are not properly represented. This is to
celebrate their accomplishments in and out of the workplace.
The workshop reviewed the importance of self-promotion in their personal and
professional lives by providing them with the tools necessary to push towards
achieving benefits from diversity and alliances, and improving motivation and self-
confidence by encouraging employees to express their achievements.

2. "Advanced Lessons: Immersive and Attractive Learning Environments," carried
out by the Spanish Business IE University, during which some instructions were
provided on how to engage learners in the educational process, as well as the new
learning approach that the university followed, and how the introduction of new
technologies led to making students richer and more engaged.

3. "Future Foresight Mechanisms", carried out by the Ministry of Communications
and Information Technology, during which a number of themes that shed light on
the concept of future foresight were reviewed. This is in addition to its importance
and some of its tools and experiences, as well as the mechanism of rapid foresight
and post-foresight.
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List of Foreign Speakers

Founding Chief Executive Officer &
President of the Board of
Directors, The ImPact

Mrs. Abigail Noble

Head of Games Development 
Department (SAE - UAE)

Dr. Ahmed Gamal

CEO & Founder at 
Team Singularity

Mr. Atle s. Stehouwer

Vice President, Africa Fintech Network
co-founded and   managed  Finov, an
advisory and   investment venture
dedicated to west Africa

Mr. Alex Sea

Director of the Arab Institute
 for Security Studies (ACSIS)

Dr. Ayman Khalil

Coordinator, Managing Director
chez Diamniadio IT Park

Mr. Bassirou Abdoul

Chair of the Digital   Economy
 Commission, ICC

Mr. Carlos Lopez Blanco

Assistant Professor, Materia
Science and Engineering , KAUST

Mr. Derya Baran

Head of Operations at Edraak “open 
online course (MOOC)   platform”
 Specialized in Gamification

Mr. Ehab Abu Dayeh

Co-Founder and CEO
at Leti Arts

Mr. Eyram Akofa Tawia

Director, Health, Safety
 and  the Environment
 (HSE)-KAUST

Mr. Erik Talley

Research Professor and Director
of the Center for Remote Sensing
 at Boston University in Boston,
 Massachusetts

Prof.   Farouk El-Baz

Vice Dean of Academic Affairs 
of College of Business
Administration (CBA) at (UBT)

Dr. Heba Jamal

Professor of Marketing Associate
 Dean, Global & Executive
  MBA ProgramsIE Business School

Dr. Ignacio Gafo

Professor, Bioscience, 
KAUST

Prof. Jesper Tegner

Co-Founder Wolf 3D

Mr. Kaspar Tiri
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Professor and Head of the Insurance
and Risk Management   Department -
Faculty of Business Administration -
University of Business and   Technology

Dr. Mohammed Ghazi Ibrahim

HTC | MEA Enterprise Solutions
 Business Manager | VIVE

Mr. Nicholas Biswas

Associate Professor,
 Environmental Science
 and Engineering,   KAUST

Dr. Peiying Hong

Sustento Ltd - Director

Mr. Raf Manji

R&D Technical Consultant - Multiple 
companies (UK and Middle
East) Artificial Intelligence Researcher -
University of Oxford (UK) Founder
& Director - Intelligence Analytica (UK)

Dr. Saed Khawaldeh

Big Data and Health
  (KAUST)

Prof. Stefan Arold

Faculty member 
at University
of Pennsylvania

Mr. Sudev Sheth

Founder and CEO, MuleChain, 
Inc. Founder and CEO,
TurboChains, Inc

Mr. Ralph Liu

Associate Dean, Computer, Electrical 
and Mathematical Science
  and Engineering (KAUST)

Prof. Salim Alouini

Chairman and   founder of 
the Tala Abu-Ghazaleh Global

Dr.   Talal Abu-Ghazaleh

Founder Svenska Elitserien
 CSGO, Ninjas in Pyjamas 
and Area   Academy

Mr. Tommy Ingemarsson

Founder & Managing Partner, 
Human Engineering Advisory
  Advisor - Global Business 
Strategy, i2be Incorporated

Mr. Yazan Hijazi
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Dr. Ahmed Al-AbdulkarimDr. Arwa ArabDr. Amjad Al-RaboueiDr. Burhan Saifuddin

Dr. Bader Al-QarniDr. Soraya ObaidMr. Jasser bin Abdulkarim   Al-JasserDr. Al-Jazi Al-Shubaiki

List of Local Speakers

Minister of   Industry
 and Mineral Resources

His Excellency Mr. Bandar
  Ibrahim Abdullah Al-Khorayef

ETEC Chairman

His Excellency
 Dr. Hussam   Zaman

Former   Chairman of the General
Commission for Audiovisual Media

His Excellency 
Dr. Riyad   Kamal Nejm

Chairman of the Board Dar Ahan a 
for Humanitarian,   Foresight and

Strategic Studies

His Excellency Dr. Abdulaziz 
  Al-Khudairi

KSA Permanent   Representative to the
United Nations/ New York

His Excellency Ambassador
  Abdullah bin Yahya Al-Muallimi

Former   Director General of the 
Institute of Public Administration

His Excellency Dr.
  Mushabab Al-Qahtani

Member   of the Board of Directors 
of the Entrepreneurship 

Association

Dr. Ahmed Al-Kabeer

Former Secretary General 
of  Riyadh   Economic Forum

Prof. Dr. Ahmed   Al-Shamaimri

Director of the Complex System 
Center,   KAUST University

Vice-Dean of Student Affairs for 
Female   Student Activities Deputy

Supervisor, Social Innovation Center

Director of Distance Education
  Department, University of Business 

and Technology

Assistant Professor at the Energy
 and   Water Research Institute, 

KAUST University

Deputy   Minister at the Ministry of
Communications and

 Information Technology

Former Executive Director of the
  United Nations Population Fund,

Former member of the Shura Council

Director General of the General
  Department of Governance, Risk 

and Compliance, Ministry of Finance

Former Dean of the Center for Human
  Studies for Girls at King Saud University
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Mr. Saleh Al-MuzainiDr. Saleh Al-Beik

Dr.   Hamed Al-SharariDr. Hussein Al-JahdalyEng. Khaled Al-OthmanDr. Rania Ba Ashira

Dr. Talal Al-SudairyDr. Abdullah   Al-MaghlouthMr. Abdullah Al-ShabanaDr. Abdullah Dahlan

Dr. Saleh bin Zaid   Al-MohsenEng. Tariq Al-Ghamdi

Former member of the Shura CouncilSpecialist expert in cloud 
computing,  cybersecurity

Chief Executive Officer, Mubadara 
Saudi   Development Co.

Head of the Department of Software
Engineering,   University of 
Business and Technology

Head of   Innovation and Economic
Development Services for Small and

Medium   Enterprises, KAUST

Dr. Sami Al-Sarhan

Former member of 
the Shura Council

Dr. Saeed Al-Sheikh

Researcher in modern technology, 
he is   interested in technology

 transfer  and localization

Dr. Sultan Al-Muaraqi

Executive   Director of the Saudi
Handicrafts Program

Dr. Sharif Abdulwahab

Talent   Attraction and 
Development Manager

Assistant Professor at the Complex
  Systems Center/ King Abdulaziz City for

Science and Technology

Professor of Medicine Pediatrics and
Allergy   and Immunology Consultant at

King Saud University

ARAMCO Representative

Supervisor of the Space and Aviation
  Research Institute, King Abdulaziz City

for Science and Technology

Deputy Minister for Communication,
  Spokesperson of the Ministry of

Information

General   Manager of Rotana
 Channels Group

Chairman  of  the Board of Trustees 
of the University of Business

 and Technology
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Dr. Omar Al-ObaidMr. Omair Tiba

Dr. Abdulqadir AmirDr. Abdullah Al-SultanMr. Abdulaziz   Al-AjlanDr. Abdulaziz Al-Malik

Dr. Faisal bin Ahmed   Al-QadiDr. Fahad Al SharifDr. Farah Al-AmmariProf.    Lubna Al-Ansari

Dr. Faris Al-QunaairMr. Firas Al-Jarrah

Dean of the College of Engineering,
  University of Business and Technology

Dean of Scientific Research, 
King   Fahd University of
 Petroleum and Minerals

Chairman   of the Board of Directors
 of Muhammad Saad Al-Ajlan

 Sons Company

Vice-Rector   of King Abdulaziz
 City for Science and Technology

Director of the Technical Foresight
  Center, King Abdulaziz City for Science

and Technology

Mr. Abdulaziz Al-Swailem

Artificial Intelligence Advisor and
  Head of Health Sector, National 

Center for Artificial Intelligence

Dr. Abdulqadir Al-Moein

Director of Innovation Department,
  Small and Medium Enterprises

Authority

Abdulmajeed    Al-Omrani

Member of the Board of Directors of
  Riyadh Chamber, and Chairman of the
National Entrepreneurship Committee

Mr. Ali bin Saleh   Al-Othaim

Academic and consultant 
in obesity,   laparoscopic, colon 

and rectal surgery

Director of the Department of Future
Foresight,   Ministry of Communications

and Information Technology

Artificial Intelligence Consultant
  Engineer, Saudi Information
Technology Company SITE

Senior Manager at "Future
  Business," Business

 Development and Innovation

PhD in Entrepreneurship,
  Entrepreneur, investor

 and academic

Advisor   to the Rector of
 the University of Business and

Technology

Postdoctoral   research scientist at the
King Abdullah International Medical

Research Center

Former member of the Shura
Council,   Assistant Director-
General of the World Health

Organization
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 Mr. Muhannad  Dahlan

Dr. Maha Al-Ateeqi

Dr. Majeda Abu RasMr. Majid Al-AsfourDr. Mohammed bin Attia Al-Al-HarthiMr. Muhammad Al-Mikhlifi

Mr. Nabil Al-MubarakDr. Nazih Othmani

Dr.   Hisham bin AbbasDr. Hind Al-Khalifa

Ms. Maha AqeelDr. Maha Al-Munif

Associate-professor, Department of
  Biotechnology, King Abdulaziz

University

Head of   Strategy Management
 and Alignment Office

E-learning Professor, 
King Saud   University

Deputy Assistant of Digital
  Transformation, Ministry of Human
Resources and Social Development

Assistant Professor of Electrical
Engineering,   University of
Business and Technology

Dr. Mohammed Al-Qarni

CEO of Classera
  Middle East

Mr. Mohammed-Al-Madani

General Supervisor of the General
  Administration for National

Coordination

Dr. Malaak  Al-Thaqafi

Director   of Technology
 Research Department, Ministry

 of Communications

Dr. Murad Reda Murad

Chief Executive Officer to Al-Ittijah
  Al-Thani Company, Member of the
B20 / Saudi Business Committees

Director of the Department of
Social   and Family Affairs,

Organization of Islamic
Cooperation

Executive Director of the Family
Aman   Program, Head of the Child
Care Department at King Abdullah

Specialist   Children Hospital

CEO of   SIMAH Credit
 Rating Agency

Associate   Professor, Department
of Electrical and Computer

Engineering, King Abdulaziz
  University

Senior   consultant at the
Ministry of Communications
and Information Technology

Member of the Human Rights
Commission   Council, Professor of

Sociology, King Saud University

Mr. Walid Al-BalaaMs. Yara Al-Rajeh Dr. Wafa' Taiba
Member   of 

the Shura Council
An   investor in the technology

sector and startups
S20   Senior Advocacy 

Officer
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Executive Director and
General Supervisor,  

 University of Business
 and Technology



  Ministry  of Industry and Mineral Resources 
  Ministry of Communications and Information Technology
  Ministry of Finance
  Ministry of Information
   Ministry of Human Resources and Social Development
  Ministry of Economics & Planning
  ETEC 
  Rotana Group
  Small & Medium-Sized Enterprises  Authority 
  KAUST
  King Abdulaziz City for Science and Technology
  University of Business and Technology
  Classera Middle East
  Al-Ekhbaya Saudi Channel
  Saudi Press Agency
  IE University, Spain / Madrid
  Google
  Talal Abu Ghazal Globalism Group 
  Digital Transformation Program

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.

List of Participating Entities
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The events were attended via the platform and other means by more than
25,000 people from 28 countries around the world:

Jordan
Germany
United Arab Emirates
Pakistan
Bahrain
Britain
Burkina Faso
Bosnia
Turkey 
Tunisia
Algeria
Arab Republic of Egypt 
Sultanate of Oman 
Senegal

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

15-Sudan
16- Iraq
17- France
18- Palestine
19- Qatar
20- Kuwait
21- Lebanon
22- Libya
23- Morocco
24- Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
25- Mauritania
26- India
27- USA
28- Yemen
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  Saudi Press Media Agency
  Rotana Gulf
  Al-Ekhbariya Saudi Channel
  Al-Madina newspaper
  Al-Yaum Newspaper
  Al-Bilad Newspaper
  Sabaq Electronic Newspaper
  Al-Riyadh Newspaper
  Riyadh Radio
  Union of News Agencies of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation
  Al-Jazeera Newspaper
  Saudi Al-Watan Newspaper
  Media
  Center website, King Abdulaziz University
  King Abdullah University
  Colleg of Human Sciences, Female Section, King Khalid University
  Akhbarna.Net
  Ajil website
  Entrepreneurs website
  Talal Abu-Ghazaleh& Co. International Electronic
  Al-Muaten e-newspaper
  Misr Al-Yaum Newspaper
  Akhbar Newspaper
  Sada Al-Muaten
  Buraq News
  Al-Nasher Website
  Tourism News
  Mubasher Magazine
  Nabdh
  Jack El-Elm
  Events Website
  Ain Al-Riyadh
  Saudi Salaries
  Al-Hurrah News
  Dmc News, Saurus magazine and news agency

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
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36- University of Business and Technology UBT
37-Al-Akbar Newspaper
38-Misr Al-Yaum
39-AYN NEWS
40-Business and innovation news
41-Knowledge Management (Knowledge and Innovation
 Leaders)
42-King Abdulaziz University website
43-Sky Anan Foundation website
44- Technology website and news
45- Your window location
46- The International Human Resources and Recruitment 
         Company Website
47- FOREIGN BRIEF CEOPOLITICAL RISK ANALYSIS
48- Friends of the electronic media
49- Ministry of Industry and Mineral Resources Website
50- Arab Squares newspaper website
51- Al-Wea'am e-newspaper
52- Adwaa Al-Watan Newspaper
53-Neom News
54-Arab Electronic Market Magazine
55-Classera Middle East
56-Dunia Al-Watan
57-Saudi Ministry of Finance
58-ETEC
59-Electronic Educational Journal
60-News for Me e-newspaper
61-Sawah Press Mail
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62-Al-Nasr e-newspaper
63-Jadeed Al-Arab
64-Riyadh, the electronic 
digital  Arab capital
65-Arab electronic squares
66-Abu Dhabi Environment
67-Arab Jewel e-news
68-Riyadh e-newspaper
69-Technology newspaper
 and electronic news
70-Arab News Newspaper
71-Asta Compass for social 
responsibility
72-Profile e-newspaper
73-Mufakara e-newspaper
74-Ministry of Environment 
Water & Agriculture e-newspaper
75-Sada Al-Balad website
76- Saudi Al-Watan Newspaper



Link to the opening ceremony of the Asbar World Forum (5th Round)
https://youtu.be/ll8hu43hCRg

·Session 1: Future Technologies: Predictions for Our World in 2050
https://youtu.be/Y4I36vPM0j4

·Session 2: The Future of Work: Needs, Potentials and Opportunities (Part One)
https://youtu.be/gtQuRTKQp6o

Session 3: New Trends in Energy and Water
 https://youtu.be/4cVx0BZ_iEk

·Session 4: Digital Happiness
https://youtu.be/aWcb4iTlVX4

Session 5: Future Foresight: The Role of Science in Overcoming Critical Transitions
https://youtu.be/I6iYs6v2S-8

Session 6: The Future of Work: Needs, Possibilities and Opportunities (Part Two)
https://youtu.be/an13MiCl1p4

Links to the sessions, interventions and workshops

Sessions:
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https://youtu.be/ll8hu43hCRg
https://youtu.be/Y4I36vPM0j4
https://youtu.be/gtQuRTKQp6o
https://youtu.be/4cVx0BZ_iEk
https://youtu.be/4cVx0BZ_iEk
https://youtu.be/aWcb4iTlVX4
https://youtu.be/I6iYs6v2S-8
https://youtu.be/an13MiCl1p4


Session 7: The Round Table: Crisis Management ... Effective Experiences and Practices
https://youtu.be/ms5SASJ9Oi4

Session 8: Technical Future Prospects for the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (King Abdulaziz
City for Science and Technology Report: Future Foresight)
https://youtu.be/PmCRWZtt9Kk

Session 9: Panorama (Asbar's contribution to T20 Group)
https://youtu.be/-nTDyzMw7Bk

Session 10: Redefining Education
https://youtu.be/yaSHN-vpAMI

Session 11: Health 2050 - Human-centered health
https://youtu.be/S_IeAfv9Hgk

Session 12: Ask the Experts - The Digital Economy and the Future of Small and Medium
Enterprises 
https://youtu.be/cIi2inDg6LI
   
Session 13: Towards A World Free of Epidemics and Global Health Security: Coordination
of A Global Response to Counter Coronavirus
https://youtu.be/ZwsnamW4EH8

Session 14: What is Next?
https://youtu.be/BS7juRCjRJE
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https://youtu.be/S_IeAfv9Hgk
https://youtu.be/cIi2inDg6LI
https://youtu.be/ZwsnamW4EH8
https://youtu.be/BS7juRCjRJE


Keynote: From Failure to Success and Fame
https://youtu.be/R8bIMn8PQFU

Keynote: Blockchains: Supporting and Changing the Future of Business and Services
https://youtu.be/3z2yBrMn_bs

Keynote: Global Capitalism & Entrepreneurship after Covid-19
https://youtu.be/b03U-q1biZw

Keynote: The Future of Online Identities
https://youtu.be/xVibvEdyINk

Intervention: Sustainability ... Societies of the Future
https://youtu.be/7kDZ6_a5BJk

Intervention: Developing an Artificial Intelligence Strategy for Your Organization
https://youtu.be/XKz6Q_aSyN8

Intervention: Artificial Minds
https://youtu.be/AZOHQyo5V6U

Links to the main interventions:

Masterclass: Immersive and Engaging Learning Environments
https://youtu.be/jMZu2i8szvw

Workshop: Future Foresight Mechanisms
https://youtu.be/LjlWnqwvjA8

Workshops links:
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Strategic partners
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Official partners
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Scientific partners

60

An Initiative of Asbar Center



Media partners
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@asbarworldforum

https://cutt.us/U0nnC

@asbar_wf

00966114624229

www.asbar.com.


